
Sunborn Gibraltar

I’m leaning over the ship’s rails in my Sunborn 
Gibraltar bathrobe, channelling my inner 
Abramovich. The parade of sleek sailing 

yachts moored in Ocean Village turn heads at  
ground level. From the balcony of my Superyacht 
King Room six decks up, they look like toys – 
much as they would to the Russian oligarch if he 
happened to sail in on his megayacht. 

At 142 metres, Sunborn Gibraltar is a tad 
shorter but who’s quibbling? You can enjoy the 
infinity pool, restaurants, bars, casino and Finnish 
health spa and slip between 320-threadcount 
Egyptian cotton sheets without worrying about 
paying a crew to sail her. This super-yacht’s 
going nowhere soon (although she could). She 
has an engine and a wheelhouse (but no wheel) 
and a Captain and First Officer (for maintenance 
purposes mainly) as she’s permanently moored 
to the dockside.

She had a soft opening in March and an official 
launch in June (watch it on Chanel 5’s Gibraltar: 
Britain in the Sun later this year). She’s the flagship 
in what will be a global fleet of super-yacht hotels 
– a concept pioneered by her Finnish owners 
who have 40 years experience in the hospitality 
industry. A four-star Sunborn London opens on 
the Thames this summer and future yacht hotels 
are due to launch in Barcelona, North America, 
SE Asia, the Middle East and Russia.

She’s more hotel than yacht but the novelty 
of her nautical design has oceans of appeal, 
reflected in teak decks, stainless steel ships rails, 
feature windows and authentic marine-watertight 
terrace doors in the suites. Custom-designed for 
her sunny Mediterranean location, 90 per cent of 
her 189 rooms and suites have balconies or sun 
terraces with marina or airport runway views. The 
six sumptuous Penthouse Suites provide dress 

circle seats for the best show in town – glorious 
sunsets over Africa’s Riff mountains. 

No expense has been spared in her €150m 
fit-out to attract higher-spending visitors who 
wouldn’t have previously considered Gibraltar 
as a destination. And so they should. There’s 
more to the Rock than duty-free shopping and 
monkeys, plus Spain’s wild Atlantic coast is on 
the doorstep and Morocco’s 45-minutes away by 
fast ferry.  

VIP enquiries are pouring in on behalf of 
heads of state, international royal families and top 
national football squads. Local businesses have 
already bagged every weekend in December for 
their Christmas parties. One resident has booked 
the top-deck restaurant and rooms for a birthday 
party. General Manager Olivier Six has personally 
sourced their Champagne of choice direct from 
the French vineyard. 

There’s a compelling new reason to linger longer on The Rock than a trolley dash 
up the aisles of Morrisons: Sunborn Gibraltar, the world’s first five-star floating 

super-yacht hotel. She’s seven decks of ship-shape chic with the DNA of a deluxe hotel, 
offering the ultimate super-yacht experience without the motion of the ocean. 

Belinda Beckett reports from the ‘boat that rocks’ but doesn’t roll!   

She’ll float your boat!

PhotograPhy courtesy of sunborn
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Mice Onboard!
Olivier comes to Gibraltar from the exclusive 
Selsdon Park Hotel and Golf Club in Surrey, and 
London’s 5-star Grand Connaught Rooms event 
venue before that. He has years of experience 
in conference and banqueting – the perfect 
credentials for an operation aiming to attract 
MICE clients onboard. Meetings, Incentives, 
Conferences and Exhibitions will contribute 65 per 
cent of room revenue. Sunborn is the ‘big cheese’ 
for MICE clients, with its magnificent Aurora grand 
ballroom/banqueting hall and Atlas Conference 
Suite – six rooms with interchangeable walls. The 
sumptuous Sapphire cocktail bar and spectacular 
top-deck Sky Restaurant can also be hired for 
private celebrations and weddings, allowing 
Sunborn to cater five different events and 1,200 
invitees simultaneously.

The feeling of boarding your own private super-
yacht begins when you step onto the red- carpeted 
walkway, a promising sign of the treatment you can 
expect. A valet will park your car while a dapper 
concierge escorts you across a polished inlaid 
marble floor to reception. And what a reception! A 
welcome glass of chilled orange juice is brought on 
a silver tray. I’m not sure what to do first: drink it, 
check in or check out the hand-cut crystal dome 
chandelier suspended from the double-height 
ceiling which stops everyone in their tracks. To the 
right is a sweeping marble staircase, to the left the 
scenic glass lifts. We ride them to Deck 6, stepping 
out onto plush carpet in an Op Art pattern of 
chocolate, cream and scarlet swirls. 
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So Solid Crew
The Sunborn team has been drawn from 
top players in the global hotel industry. 
Head of Sales Tiernan Redmond worked 
with General Manager Olivier Six at the 
Grand Connaught Rooms in former 
times. Food and Beverage Director David 
Lecumberri arrived from the Majestic 
Hotel Group in Barcelona. Executive Chef 
Johan Rox masterminded the cuisine 
at the Waldorf Hilton during the London 
Olympics. 

Johan is responsible for every crumb 
of food and drop of drink consumed 
onboard – at conferences, banquets, 
private parties and weddings as well as 
breakfasts, brunches, lunches, afternoon 
teas and dinners. There could be five 
functions going on simultaneously but 
Johan has selected his brigade of 23 
international chefs for their ability to work 
miracles under pressure. 

With this experienced 42-year-old 
Dutch chef at the helm, Sunborn has 
high hopes of winning Gibraltar its first 
Michelin Star when the fine dining 
restaurant opens next year. Johan is 
already showcasing his skills with some 
pretty sophisticated cuisine at Sky 
Restaurant, Sunborn’s pièce de résistance 
on the top deck. His beetroot carpaccio 
with acacia honey and pistachio-glazed 
goats cheese is a work of art. Salads, 
grilled meats and even hamburgers 
share an eclectic menu which pays 
homage to Gibraltar’s British heritage, 
Sunborn’s location at the crossroads of 
two continents and the mix of local and 
international clientele.

Suite Sensation
The merest waft of your room card opens the door 
like sesame and the Do Not Disturb sign’s digital. 
The Guestroom Control System does everything bar 
rustling up lunch and there’s 24-hour room service 
for that. It’s pre-programmed to open the curtains 
and activate the AC as you enter, or switch it off if 
you step outside. The desk unit wouldn’t look out 
of place on the Starship Enterprise and the gigantic 
flat screen TV is also ‘smart’…  if only I had Captain 
Jean-Luc Picard to work it!  The concierge showed 
me but I was distracted by the sight of a Monarch 
flight taking off from the runway, yards away. There’s 
only just room for Romeo on my Juliet balcony but 
with wall-to-wall, floor-to-ceiling sliding glass doors, 
you can sit inside and catch the rays.

The bed, upholstered in wine-coloured leather, is 
big enough to accommodate Bob and Carol, Ted and 
Alice and the family dog and the white feather duvet 
and pillows are cloud light. The bathroom is marbled 
in shades of tiger, stacked with free goodies, and 
you can choose from rainforest or power showers. 
There’s a hand shower, in lieu of a bidet, in the loo.

A new range of bespoke Molten Brown toiletries, 
courtesy shoe cleaning and a pillow menu (including 
a massage version filled with cherry stones) will 
add to the five-star decadence. Sylvie Tsiampis, 
Executive Housekeeper at London’s Ritz Hotel 
before Sunborn, is brimful of ideas. She’s worked 
in 38 countries, planned 25 hotel openings (latterly 
Mandarin Oriental’s fabled One Hyde Park) and 
sailed around the world three times with Royal 
Caribbean. The bathrobes (white Cyprus cotton 
piped in silver grey) are almost identical to those 
she designed for Mandarin Oriental, as worn by 
international royalty and A-list celebrities! Her job 
is made easier by the calibre of her team, many 
of them highly-qualified young professionals 
who can’t find jobs in the fields they trained for. 
Technology helps too. “People imagine I walk 
around in a long black dress with a bunch of keys 
at my waist à la Downton Abbey but everything’s 
automated these days”, she quips. “We only need 
to place a magnet on the doorbell to tell if a room 
is occupied.”  

CO
PY

 O
F A

RT
ICLE PUBLISHED IN essential m

arb
ella m

agazine - all rights reserv
ed

 2
01

4 
• 15

YEARS
ANNIVERSARYUU

44 / JuLy 2014  ESSENTIALMAGAZINE.COM  



A Shore Thing

Z Sunset cruises, yacht charter, scuba diving, whale 
watching, excursions to North Africa…  whatever 
floats your boat, it can be arranged. Sunborn Gibraltar 
is working with local providers to offer a raft of shore- 
and water-based excursions.

 Z Revenues Manager Vicky Clement has put 
together a collection of themed packages and 
event-based stays with transport and tickets to hot 
happenings (Gibraltar’s music and literary festivals, 
and classical concerts in magical St. Michael’s 
Cave). Try a Romance Package (Champagne and 
strawberries, late checkout and a private spa session) 
or play five of Spain’s top courses (all within a birdie’s 
reach) on the Golf Package.  

 Z Families can book a two-night stay in a suite at a 
20 per cent discount until the end of September. Or 
why not enlist Sunborn Gibraltar’s wedding planner 
and splash out on your own big day!   

 Z Rack rates start at £350 but special weekend 
breaks are available from £199 per night, or book 15 
days or more in advance to benefit from 15 per cent 
off the best available rate. e

Silvery room dividers mimicking water bubbles 
create intimate dining spaces within the 
137-seater Sky Restaurant and, with floor-to-
ceiling windows on two sides, everyone gets 
an ocean view even if the star attraction – the 
retractable roof – is subject to the caprices of 
the weather. The service is stellar too. 

The cocktail menu’s the only kind of list 
you’ll find on this yacht! You can enjoy one of 
these playful concoctions from a sofa in the 
bar, a high stool by the rails or on the aft deck 
where an infinity pool bubbles beneath The 
Rock’s iconic limestone peak. At dusk, whip 
along to the foredeck to watch the sky turn 
Bellini cocktail pink. After dinner, take the lift 
four floors down to the moodily-lit Sapphire Bar 
for a digestif.  

Sky Restaurant is the new ‘in place’ for 
weekday business lunches (£25/£28 for 2/3 

courses). At weekends, traditional afternoon tea 
is served (including scones with jam and real 
Devonshire clotted cream). The Sunday brunch 
is already the talk of the town, with its roast 
carvery, noodle and stir-fry stations, children’s 
menu, ice cream bar and all-you-can-eat 
starter and dessert buffets for £32. 

It’s worth a night onboard for the buffet 
breakfast alone. Go Spanish, Scandinavian, 
continental or full English! There are cereals and 
smoothies, home-baked breads, croissants and 
pastries, cheeses and cold cuts and mountains 
of glistening fresh fruit. Bacon, sausages, 
mushrooms, tomatoes and hash browns sizzle 
in hot trays, the chef will cook your eggs any 
way you like and you get your own piping hot jug 
of coffee. Your diet will go to hell but who cares? 

A Star Turn

i www.sunborngibraltar.com
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